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Merger Complete!  
By Josh Figueroa, Grand Knight and Michael Fazio, Deputy Grand Knight  

On April 8, 2022, State Deputy Noel Panillio received notice of the following action taken by the Supreme Council at its 
April meeting: 

VOTED, upon request and approval of California State Deputy Noel Panlilio, to merge St. John the Evangelist 
Council No. 16612, Carmichael, and Arden Carmichael Council No. 4970, Carmichael, with the merged council 
to be known as Arden Carmichael Council No. 4970, Carmichael. 

And with that, the process to merge our councils has been successfully completed! 

The news was met with joy by Saint John the Evangelist Pastor Bernardin Mugabo as well as council members who are 
parishioners at Saint John’s.  With this action by the Supreme Council, we look forward to engaging St. John’s more as 
a council for many years to come. 

Special thanks go to Past Grand Knight Don Harmata, who skillfully spearhead the merger effort.  It was his knowledge, 
experience, and tenacity that made this merger happen.  We also want to thank our Acting District Deputy, Lou Salvatore, 
for his advocacy and assistance with the process.   

To members of Council 16612, we welcome you to Council 4970.  You are welcome at all our meetings and events, and 
we pray you will become active members.  As we move forward as a united Council, we pray that old wounds may heal 
and we may enter this new season of our Council’s history with joy and enthusiasm for serving Christ.   
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Solidarity with Ukraine 

By Michael Fazio, Deputy Grand 

Knight  

I encourage Brothers to join me in 
reading the April 2022 issue of 
Columbia magazine.  The April issue 
is devoted to the Order’s efforts to 
stand with the Ukrainian people as 
they cope with the effects of the 
invasion of Russian troops on their 
nation.  You read stories about how 
brother Knights around the world, 
and in particular in Poland, are 
helping our brother Knights and 
others in Ukraine. I also encourage 
brothers to recite the prayer to St. 
Michael included in the issue.   

Council 4970 Knights 

Participate Soup and 

Stations 
Reporter At Large 

Our Council was asked by St. John 
the Evangelist Pastor, Fr. Bernardin 
Mugabo, to host Soup and Stations 
of the Cross on Friday, April 1st. 
About 20 of our Brother Knights and 
Lady Knights answered the call to 
help make the well-attended event 
very successful for the Parish and 
for this Council. Brother Deacon 
Jack Wilson began the Stations and 
one by one, Brother Knights in their 
blue Council shirts respectfully 
approached the ambo on the altar 
to read and pray each Station with 
the congregation. Between each of  

Continued on Page 4 

May Calendar  
May 3– Rosary 7 pm 
   Zoom  
May 4 – Bible Study 7 pm 
    Rose Room, Saint Ignatius   
May 6-9 – Veterans Stand down 
    Mather Field  
May 10 – Business Meeting 7:30 pm 
    Our Lady of the Assumption 
May 17– Rosary 7 pm 
    Zoom  
May 18 – Bible Study 7 pm 
    Rose Room Saint Ignatius 
May 19 – Lady’s Luncheon 12 pm 
    El Palmar Mexican 
May 24 – Planning Meeting 7:30 pm 
    Our Lady of the Assumption 
May 30 – Funeral (J. DePiazza) 11:00 am 
    St. John the Evangelist 
May 31 – Ladies Night Out 
    Old Spaghetti Factory  
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ELECTION OF OFFICERS FOR 
FRATERNAL YEAR 2022-2023 

Trustees Joe Romanazzi, Miguel Sabral and Mike 
Dougherty are pleased to recommend the following 
Brothers to be Council Officers for the next Fraternal Year 
2022-2023. The list below is for reference only. 
Nominations will also be taken from the floor and anyone 
can be nominated who has received their full knighthood. Just make sure the person 
has agreed in advance to serve. The election will be conducted in June.  

GRAND KNIGHT- Tim Spinelli 
FINANCIAL SECRETARY- Deacon Lawrence Niekamp* 
DEPUTY GRAND KNIGHT- Will Friesen 
CHANCELLOR- Frank Consulo 
RECORDER– Gary Mello 
TREASURER- Steve Millner 
ADVOCATE- Todd Wilson 
WARDEN- Peter Kilkenny 
INSIDE GUARD- Tim Kyle 
OUTSIDE GUARD- Steve Hall 
ONE YEAR TRUSTEE- Josh Figueroa 
TWO YEAR TRUSTEE- Michael Dougherty 
THREE YEAR TRUSTEE- Miguel Sabral 
CHAPLAIN (Appointed)-  
LECTURER (Appointed)-  

*Deacon Lawrence Niekamp was appointed by Supreme as our Financial Secretary 
and will continue to serve without council vote. The Lecturer position is for a 1-year 
term to be appointed by the incoming Grand Knight. The Chaplain position is also 
appointed by the incoming Grand Knight. 
 

2021-22 ID Drive Results Update  
By PGK Joe Romanazzi 

Past State Deputy Dave Abbott, the State’s ID Drive Chairman, reported that thru 
April 1, 2022, the State-wide ID Drive has brought in almost $432,000 ($431,855). 
Of that amount, the NorCal Chapter accounted for almost $76,000 ($75,778.60), 
second only to Orange County with over $92,000. 

Our Council 4970 raised over $16,000 ($16,112.30), the highest of any Council in 
the NorCal Chapter and the highest of any Council in the State thru April 1st. 

Although ID Drives run all year round now, Past State Deputy Abbott said in his 
email that these report figures will be used to determine award eligibility at the upcoming State Annual Meeting, May 20-21, 
at the Doubletree Hotel in Sacramento.  The dollar figures show that this Council has done another outstanding job with this 
program this Columbian Year for the folks at Camp ReCreation. It also appears that we will be getting another award this 
Columbian Year from the State Council for all of our efforts. 

 
 
                         

 
 

  

COUNCIL 4970 OFFICERS 

Grand Knight 
Josh Figueroa (707-812-4894) 

 
Chaplain 

Fr. Eduino Silveira (916-481-5115) 
pastor@olaparish.net 

 
Deputy Grand Knight 

Michael Fazio (973-747-6007) 
 

Financial Secretary 
Dcn. Larry Niekamp (916-962-1324) 

 
Chancellor 

Gary Mello (916-996-7438) 
 

Warden 
Peter Kilkenny (916-692-5446) 

 
Guards 

Bill Davis (916-944-1348) 
Ben Dougherty (916-470-7599) 

 
Treasurer 

Steve Millner (916-502-3162) 
 

Recorder 
Tim Spinelli (916-812-0518) 

 
Advocate 

Todd Wilson (916-961-2761) 
 

Lecturer 
Ken MacDonald (916-284-6541) 

 
Trustees 

Joe Romanazzi (916-965-4633) 
Miguel Sabral (916-397-1728) 

Michael Dougherty (916-470-7599) 
 

District Deputy - District 9 
Lou Salvatore (acting) 

Insurance Field Agent 

Greg Bronson (530-503-7473) 
 
 
 

 

mailto:pastor@olaparish.net
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JOE’S CAFÉ …Stop by for a tasty bit!   
By Joe Romanazzi, Past Grand Knight  

Big Foot’s Café Incursion  

Our story this month begins with 
Genesis. Then God said, "Let the earth 
bring forth all kinds of living creatures: 
cattle, creeping things, and wild 
animals of all kinds." And so it 
happened: God made all kinds of wild 
animals, all kinds of cattle, and all kinds of creeping things of the earth. God 
saw how good it was."  

A traveling children’s petting zoo came 
to town to visit local schools and 
shopping centers. For many children 
(and adults too), a mobile petting zoo 
offers their first opportunity to see, 
touch and feed animals safely. The 
petting zoo caravan consisted of 3 
trucks and their drivers, 7 handlers and a variety of small animals including 
goats, lambs, a calf, a pig, a young kangaroo, rabbits, a giant tortoise, an 
alpaca, a pony, a horse, a donkey, a llama, ducks, geese and chickens. The 
staff in the petting zoo stopped to treat themselves to one of Chef Luigi’s 
famous daily lunch specials. The drivers parked their vehicles downwind from 
the Café making it possible for the little creatures to smell the culinary aromas 
coming from the kitchen’s exhaust fans. Leaving two workers to keep an eye 
on the animals, the rest came into the café, sat down and ordered their meals, 
One of the two handlers keeping watch over the animals opened the cage 
door containing a young kangaroo named Big Foot to give him some fresh 
water. At the same time, a kitchen worker was dumping garbage bags into 
the dumpster just outside the rear door of the Café that he had propped open 
with an empty milk crate. All of a sudden, Big Foot leapt out of his cage and 
headed straight for the open door. He quickly hopped through the door and 
entered the Café kitchen. He bounced thru the kitchen knocking pots and 
pans, glassware, and some food being prepared onto the floor, then vaulted 
into the dining area. Some patrons screamed, some stood on their chairs or 
dove under the tables, some ran out the front door, and others continued to 
eat watching in amazement. The animal handlers jumped up from their table 
and tried to corral Big Foot, but failed. Kangaroos possess powerful hind legs, 
a long, strong tail, and small front legs. Thanks to their large feet, kangaroos 
can leap some 30 feet in a single bound, and travel more than 30 miles per 
hour.  

Now, it so happened at the same time of this incident, a career public librarian named Tabitha Dorcas was enjoying one of 
Chef Luigi’s gourmet chef salads with an aioli dressing. Miss Dorcas had recently read an article written by researchers 
from the University of Roehampton in Britain and the University of Sydney in Australia. Their startling discovery: Kangaroos 
can communicate with humans similar to the way dogs, horses and goats do despite never having been domesticated. She 
remembered the researchers noting that when they’re hungry, they’ll let you know by coming up to you and looking 
beseechingly at you and the container of food. If that doesn’t work, they’ll sniff and paw at your leg. Miss Dorcas instructed 
our unflappable Chef Luigi to offer the herbivore Big Foot a handful of fresh garden vegetables used for his delicious gourmet 
salads. It worked and the frisky kangaroo was safely captured and returned to his cage. Damage to the Café was minimal, 
clean-up was fast and there were no injuries.  

My Brothers, God created land animals on day six, the same day that humans were created. They are a gift and 
responsibility for us to steward. Chef Luigi fully understands this responsibility. He also knows that, “Many are the troubles 
of the just, but the Lord delivers them from all.” (Psalm 34:20). The chaotic incident that day with Big Foot left him pondering, 
“What’s next for this cafe, a traveling Flea Circus?” 

.  

 

Program Directors 

Sr. Program Director 

Michael Fazio (973-747-6007) 

 

FAITH 
Ken MacDonald (916-631-0774) 

 

FAMILY 
Shawn Herrick (916-607-0404) 

 
COMMUNITY 

Loren Wallin (916-878-7777) 
 

LIFE 
John Mizerak (916-332-5511) 

 

COUNCIL AFFAIRS 
Will Friesen (916-225-2440) 

 

Selected Service Committees 

Youth 

Loren Wallin (916-723-2970) 

Membership Director 

Joe Kievernagel (916-487-7029) 

Membership Committee 

Ken Macdonald (916-631-0774) 

Public Relations 

Gene Gobbo (916-283-5223) 
egobbo@surewest.net 

Paladin Content Editor 
Michael Fazio (973-747-6007) 

mfazioshu3@gmail.com 

Paladin Layout Editor 
Will Friesen (916-225-2440) 

will.friesen@friesen-research.com 

Photographer 

Jerry Marenich (916-514-8027) 

Website 

kofc4970.com  
Will Friesen (916-225-2440) 

 

 

mailto:egobbo@surewest.net
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MAY 2022         CHARITY – UNITY – FRATERNITY - PATRIOTISM Page 4 

 
Continued from page 1 - Council 4970 Knights Participate in Stations 

  

 

the 14 Stations, PGK Peter Kilkenny professionally sang and played his 
guitar. Brother Tim Spinelli served as cross bearer, ably assisted by two of 
his young sons, Lucas and Robbie, who carried the candles.  

A wide variety of soups awaited over 120 attendees in St. James Hall at the 
conclusion of the church services. The delicious soups were served by our 
Council Brothers and Lady Knights. Free-will donations were accepted at 
the hall doors which amounted to $286, all of which was given to the St. 
Vincent de Paul Food Locker.  

In conjunction with SJE’s Soup and Stations of the Cross, a section of the 
hall contained a traveling exhibit with over 100 posters detailing Eucharistic 
Miracles around the world. Guests freely moved among the exhibits adjacent 
to the soup service to view them throughout the evening. 

Two members were recruited as a result of the event and will be welcome 
additions to our ranks. They are Kevin Hall and John Newaz. 

A BIG THANK YOU to our Council coordinators for this affair, PGKs Gene 
Gobbo (Soups) and Joe Romanazzi (Stations) and to all the Knights and 
Lady Knights who participated in the church services and in the preparation 
and serving of the soups. 

 

 

Former Council 4970 Member August 
Caryl Passes Away 
May 20, 1936 - March 5, 2022 
By Past Grand Knight Joe Romanazzi 

Former Council 4970 Fraternal Brother and Sir Knight 
August Caryl passed away on March 5, 2022, at the age 
of 85. Brother August was a member of our Council until 
transferring to St. John the Evangelist Council 16612 when that council was formed. He 
later transferred to St. Mel Council 6066 in Fair Oaks. SK August was a Fourth Degree 
Knight in Centennial Assembly 1903 in Folsom. His service was held on March 23, 2022 
at St. John the Evangelist Church in Carmichael and was attended by Knights and Lady 
Knights, Caryl family members, friends, and fellow parishioners. The funeral Mass was 
celebrated by SJE Pastor Fr. Bernardin Mugabo. Council 4970 member Deacon Keith 
Johnson assisted Father on the altar. The Mass was preceded by a praying of the Rosary 
led by SK John Brennan. Assembly 1903 provided a Color Corp Team, and members 
presented Lady Knight Karen with a Resolution of Condolence and performed the Chalice 
ceremony. Brother August is survived by his wife of 45 years, Lady Knight Karen, and by five children and six grandchildren. 
Another son, Matthew, is deceased. SK August’s ashes were interred at Calvary Cemetery in Citrus Heights. May his soul 
rest in eternal peace.  

Above is a photo showing the beautiful flower arrangements that surrounded the urn which held Brother August’s cremains, 
along with two family photos displayed at the service. 

  

PRAYER LIST 

 

Names on the sick/distress list are 
removed after being on the list for more 
than one year.  Names may be reinstated 
simply by contacting Will Friesen at 
will.friesen@friesen-research.com, or by 
personal request at any meeting. Some 
very long-term entries (marked with an 
asterisk) will remain since they are known 
special cases. Names will continue to be 
removed each month as their anniversary 
occurs. 
 

Brothers, families, and friends listed 
below will be remembered during our 

business meetings: 

 

Aborted Children 
All Caregivers of the sick 

Mario LaSchiazza 
Ben Dougherty 
Joe Kievernagel 

Mark Kievernagel (dec) 
Richard Hill (dec) 

Steven Koscheski (dec) 
Pope Francis 

Father Dave Ayotte (dec) 
Don and Joan Cotton 
Richard Shuttz (dec) 

Trevor Zerilli (brain surgery) 
Dan Aseltine 

Christopher Scott (dec). 

 

Lady Knights: 

Norma Niekamp 
Danielle Corcoran  

 

To report illness or death contact 
Fraternal Committee 

PGK Michael Dougherty 
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Perfect in our Brokenness  
By Michael Fazio, Deputy Grand Knight 

As we continue through the Easter season, I have been thinking about the resurrected Jesus.  And my thoughts returned 
to a moment at Mass last year that helped me see an important aspect of Jesus.  During the homily on Christ the King the 
priest referenced the crucified Christ as his image of what Christ the King looked like.  I pondered the crucifix more 
throughout Mass.  During the consecration, a moment of grace hit me.  And this is what I thought: 

• Jesus is broken 
• I am broken 
• Jesus is perfect in his brokenness 
• So am I 

I want to break down these thoughts more.   

Jesus is broken 

The risen Jesus carried with him the wounds of the crucifixion.  We read in John’s gospel at mass recently that Thomas 
wanted to see the nail marks in Jesus’s hands and the wound in his side as proof it was Jesus.  Jesus obliged his request.  
The wounds were not hidden, nor were they eliminated with his resurrection.  Jesus was risen but still broken.   

I am broken 

I, too, have wounds.  Wounds caused by my own sins and the sins of others.  Wounds caused by circumstances beyond 
my control.  Wounds that are the result of choices I have made, both good and bad.   

Jesus is perfect in his brokenness 

Surely God could have healed Jesus of his wounds? But, no, the wounds remained.  Why? I think God wanted us to see 
that Jesus suffered and died for us, and he has the battle scars to show his love for us.  The wounds in his side and the nail 
marks in his hands show the extent of his love for me and for all of us.  God so loved me that he willingly suffered and died 
for me—so that I could be free from the effects of sin and have eternal life in him.  In that way, Jesus perfected the 
brokenness cause by sin.  He did not eliminate it, but rather transformed it into something beautiful.   

So am I 

I realized that for all my wounds—my sins, my faults, my failings—I am still perfect in that I am a beloved child of God.  God 
loves me as I am but wants me to continue to grow into the best version of myself.  The world sees a broken person, yet 
God sees something more.  He sees potential.  He sees a beloved child capable of fulfilling his mission to serve God and 
others.   

Brothers, just as Jesus is perfect in his brokenness, so are all of you. Let us rejoice this Easter that we are beloved children 
of God as we strive to serve God and neighbor in all we do. And I pray that you, too, will encounter a profound moment of 
grace the next time you are at Mass.   

He is Risen! Truly, he is Risen!   

 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Congratulations to Laura Chacon!  

By Michael Fazio, Deputy Grand Knight  

Laura Chacon was recently named Business Manager of Saint Ignatius.  She has served for the past 25 years as 
administrative assistant to the Pastor. Laura has been a friend to the Council for years and will continue to be a resource to 
us in this new position.  We wish Laura well and pray for her success. 

Laura succeeds our brother Knight, Father Chuck Tilley, who recently became assistant to the director at Sacred Heart 
Jesuit Center in Los Gatos, California.  We wish Father Chuck much success in his new position.   
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Knights of Columbus Ladies Luncheon 
By Jean Gobbo 

We had another great ladies’ luncheon in April at Pete’s Grill on 
Howe Bout Arden with 16 ladies enjoying great food and lots of good 
conversations. Our next luncheon will be held at 1 PM on Thursday, 
May 19th at El Palmar Mexican Restaurant, 2452 Mission Ave on the 
corner with El Camino Ave.  Need directions, information or a ride? 
Give Glenda Macdonald a call at 916-524-8933 or me, Jean, at 016-283-5223.  Looking forward to seeing ALL our Lady 
Knights and friends. 
Return 
 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 

ARDEN – CARMICHAEL COUNCIL 4970 
PO BOX 175 
Carmichael    CA  95609 

 

ELECTRONIC SERVICE 
REQUESTED 


